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LANDOWNER POND MANAGEMENT AUTHORIZATION

Landowners have been managing fisheries in stock dams
and small impoundments since the first ones were built

in the early 1900s. These dams have historically provided
numerous fishing opportunities for rural South Dakotans.
After droughts or winterkill, landowners moved fish around
to restart fisheries in dams that had dried up and to provide
new fishing opportunities. Some dams were managed

for trophy bass and panfish while others were managed

to provide lots of action by having a high abundance

of small bass. The fisheries we currently have in small
impoundments on private land are the result of fisheries

management by landowners, sometimes in coordination
with local GFP staff.

As a manager of public resources, GFP has specific
authorities for which it is responsible. With regards to
fisheries, these authorities include authorizations to stock

fish or remove fish in numbers greater than applicable

limits, use of special equipment like gill nets or trap nets to
sample fish populations, and use of chemicals to control
vegetation. There is currently a separate application that
must be completed for each of these activities, each time
they are conducted. To make the authorization process
simpler for landowners, the GFP Commission created a

Landowner Fisheries Management Authorization in 2016.

The main purpose of the Landowner Fisheries Management
Authorization (LFMA) is to facilitate a landowner
continuing to do what they have been doing for years;
managing fisheries in man-made, created impoundments on
their own land. The authorization also includes adding the
opportunity for landowners to hire a consultant or company
to help manage the fisheries on their land, which was not

previously an option.




SPECIFIC DETAILS OF THE LANDOWNER FISHERIES MANAGEMENT AUTHORIZATION:

OVERVIEW

* Only created, man-made impoundments that have no
legal public access can be included in a LEMA.

¢ All landowner dams can be included on one
authorization.

* There is no fee or expiration date for this authorization.

¢ The landowner must control access to waters included in
the authorization by ownership, lease, or easement.

* The landownet’s agent or designee may perform
management activities and possess authorized gear.

* Any employee, agent, or contractor of the landowner
must have a copy of the authorization when conducting
fisheries management activities.

* Licensing requirements and applicable fish limits apply to
non-landowner/operators fishing these waters.

MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES ALLOWED

* Management activities allowed under this authorization
include:

* Use of special netting gear and equipment
* Stocking of authorized fish species or eggs

* Removal and transport of fish above applicable limits for
management purposes

* Chemical control of Aquatic plants (o waters not spilling)

ACTIVITIES REQUIRING A SEPARATE PERMIT

¢ Chemical renovation of water with fish toxicants like
rotenone.

* Importing fish from outside South Dakota.

Chemical control of aquatic plants.

STOCKINGS AND REMOVALS

* Fish may be transferred from one LFMA impoundment
to another.

* Notification of a Conservation Officer is required when
transporting fish in excess of applicable limits away from
the private land where the waters are located even if
going to another property of another landowner who
has a fisheries management authorization.

* Game fish removed as a part of management activities
cannot be sold.

* Common fish species authorized for stocking include
largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, bluegill, channel
catfish, black and white crappie, pumpkinseed sunfish,
northern pike, walleye, yellow perch, rainbow trout,
brown trout, brook trout and legal bait fish species.

* Other fish species can be stocked after consulting with
GIP.

The main reason for GFP consideration of
species not on the list above is that some fish
species can have negative impacts to waters
downstream of the water in which they are
stocked. High flow events or dam breaches can
result in fish ending up where they were not

intended.

SPECIAL EQUIPMENT

* Special equipment authorized includes gill,
tyke, dip, trap, cast, and hoop nets, seines and
electrofishing equipment.

* Sampling gears not listed above would require
separate consideration by GFP.

TRANSPORT OF FISH

All aquatic invasive species regulations apply to
these waters and fish removed from or stocked
into authorized waters as part of fisheries
management activities cannot be transported

in water from a lake, river, or stream. Only

well or treated domestic water may be used for
fish transport. To learn more about Aquatic
Invasive Species and associated regulation
please visit sdleastwanted.com or contact your local

conservation officer.

As mentioned previously, the purpose of the
LEFMA is to help landowners continue to do what
they have been doing for years; manage fisheries
in man-made, created impoundments on their

own land. If you are interested in applying for a
Landowner Fisheries Management Authorization,
please reach out to any one of the following staff

across the state:

Rapid City: Jake Davis

Jake.davis@state.sd.us or 605.394.1759

Fort Pierre: Mark Fincel
mark.fincel@state.sd.us or 605.223.7704
Chamberlain: Chris Longhenry
chris.longhenry@state.sd.us or 605.734.4548
Sioux Falls: Todd St. Sauver

todd. st.sauver@state.sd.us or 605.362.2726
Webster: Mark Ermer
mark.ermer@state.sd.us or 605.345.3381 @




While the development of the Landowner Fisheries
Management Authorization (LFMA) will help facilitate
the management of fisheries on private land by the
landowner, it is important to remember that Game, Fish
and Parks (GFP) can still provide assistance in managing
waters on private land if desired. In many cases, waters
on private land provide excellent fishing opportunities.
As a result, South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GIP)
has a history of working with landowners, through the
Fisheries Management Agreement (FMA) program, to

help manage ponds on private land. Often, management
| assistance comes in the form of stocking fish. Many

| landowners are interested in managing waters on private
land to provide a quality fishery and this program is a
great way for GFP staff to help make that happen.

‘ Beginning this spring, a revised FMA format will be

| available for landowners. In general, many aspects

of the previous FMA program will remain the same.

However, there will be some aspects that are different.

One of the biggest changes in the program will be
that GFP will only enter into agreements for waters

with open access, meaning that permission would not

have to be obtained prior to a member of the public

| accessing the fishery. As a result of this, a payment
program will also be established to provide financial

| compensation for landowners who patticipate in the
revised FMA program. As increasing public knowledge
of fishing opportunities is one of the primary goals

of this program, FMA’s will now be included in an
~online access map which will allow the public to more
*casily find FMAS. This will be in addition to the current
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REVISED FISHERIES MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT FORMAT

the GFP website. Signage will also be provided to help
anglers correctly find these fisheries. Current FMA’s will
be handled on an individual basis, where the landowner
has the option to continue under the previous agreement
for the duration of the contract or complete a new

application form for the new FMA format.

From a fisheries management standpoint, GFP will
take a more active role in managing these ponds, similar
to any other public fishery. This would include fish
stocking, but also monitoring of the fishery through
surveys. In fact, GI'P staff work with the landowner to
provide the type of fishery that is desired, within the

constraints of what the water can support.

THE FOLLOWING FISHERIES OPTIONS WILL CONTINUE TO BE OFFERED:

* Largemouth Bass only option: bass are the only sportfish

e All-Purpose option: a variety of sizes and species to catch

* Panfish option: goal is to produce large panfish through
high numbers of small bass

* Big Bass option: goal is to produce large bass through
high numbers of panfish

* Channel Catfish only option: catfish are the only sportfish

* Trout Pond management: if conditions are suitable,
rainbow trout would be stocked

* Walleye and muskellunge will not be provided

In many cases, FMA’s can be important fisheries for the
general public. This is particularly true in areas where
limited fisheries options are available, such as western
South Dakota. Due to this, the FMA program can be a
great way for landowners to get assistance in managing
ponds on private land as fisheries and provide additional
angling opportunities for the public. For landowners
who are interested in conducting fisheries management
on waters on private land, but not interested in being
part of the FMA program, GFP also provides the
Landowner Fisheries Management Authorization. This
authorizes landowners to conduct specific fisheries

management activities on created waters on their land. @



HIGH DEMAND FOR GFP'S ASSISTANCE WITH WINTER DEPREDATION

There was a significant demand this winter for wildlife
depredation assistance. GFP worked with landowners
across South Dakota to address wildlife damage that
involved deer, elk, and turkey. Deep snow and cold
temperatures were experienced for several months in
western and north-central South Dakota. These tough
winter conditions forced wildlife to seek sheltetr and food
in nearby farmyards and in many areas, deer congregated

into very large herds (300 to over 1,000 animals).

Statewide, GFP provided assistance to more than 300
landowners who experienced deer damage. GFP also
provided assistance to over 20 landowners with turkey
depredation and eight landowners who requested
assistance with elk. The majority of requests for
assistance with deer damage were located in western and
north-central South Dakota where there were higher deer
numbers and deeper snow and ice. Many areas in south-
central and southeastern South Dakota were impacted by
epizootic hemorrhagic disease (EHD) this past fall and
overall deer numbers were lower than expected. Most
deer and elk depredation assistance involved the use of
protective fencing and panels as well as hazing techniques
and short-stop feeding. In addition, GFP authorized over
963 deer depredation tags on 37 different depredation
hunt locations, %ll in westetn and central South Dakota.
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With warmer than average temperatures experienced
across South Dakota in late-February, snow completely
melted in most areas. This warm spell helped deer have
access to food and shelter in fields and greatly reduced the
work activities of GFP. While the final figures regarding
GIP’s overall expenditures from the past winter are not
complete yet, substantial figures are expected. Since 2000,
GFIP has spent over $7 million cooperatively working with
landowners to reduce deer depredation. GFP encourages
landowners that experienced deer damage to hay or

other stored-feed supplies to visit with their local wildlife
damage specialist about GIP’s cost-share assistance with
the construction of permanent stackyards or protective
panels. These programs are long-term solutions to deer
damage on hay and stored-feeds. Hundreds of landowners
across South Dakota have participated in these programs

which have proven successful.

Over the summer, GFP will be organizing a meeting with
stakeholders to evaluate and possibly adjust programs

and services to better meet the demand from private
landowners. Coming off a severe winter with a large
amount of deer depredation assistance being utilized is an
excellent time to evaluate programs and receive feedback

from landowners and other stakeholders. @
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GFP PROVIDES ASSISTANCE TO LANDOWNERS WHO
EXPERIENCE CROP DAMAGE FROM CANADA GEESE

Every year, GFP provides assistance to hundreds of landowners who experience Canada goose damage
to growing crops. This assistance includes temporary electric fence, cost-share assistance with protective
bufferstrips, and various forms of hazing. The most widely used program component is the construction
of temporary electric fence along the edges of wetlands. This fence serves as an effective barrier to

flightless Canada geese and has proven effective at reducing crop damage.

Another popular management technique for landowners is the use of a permit issued by GFP. Each year,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service authorizes GFP the authority to permit landowners that have Canada
goose damage the ability to remove small numbers of Canada geese, in an effort to reduce crop damage
and haze Canada geese away from damage locations. “Canada geese can cause significant damage to
growing crops,” said Keith Fisk, wildlife damage program administrator. “By allowing landowners the
ability to protect their crops with an effective tool, we hope to minimize the negative impacts from these
birds.” For the past several years, GFP has authorized approximately 350 landowners in eastern South
Dakota a permit to harvest Canada geese in areas where crop damage is experienced. It’s important to
understand that these permits are not a population reduction tool, but rather an effective hazing technique.
“On an average year, permitted landowners remove approximately 1,000 Canada geese,” said Fisk. “This
tool has successfully reduced crop damage in many areas and at the same time has had no negative effect
on the overall population.” GFP law enforcement staff will be conducting compliance checks with
permitted landowners, again this year. The ability to continue to utilize these permits into the future

depends on landowners following the provisions of the permit.

Since the year 2000, GFP has spent over $5 million cooperatively working with landowners to reduce
crop damage caused by Canada geese and GFP remains committed to providing these important services.

Landowners that need assistance with Canada goose damage should contact their local GFP office. o




U.S. FARM BILL'S IMPORTANCE

T0 SOUTH DAKOTA'S WILDLIFE

The federal farm bill impacts South Dakota wildlife

habitat more than any other federal, state or local program.

The conservation programs created by the farm bill like the
conservation reserve program (CRP), environmental quality
incentive program (EQIP), conservation stewardship
program (CSP), and the agricultural conservation easement
program (ACEP) annually contribute over $90 million

to South Dakota private landowners to create, manage

and protect wildlife habitat. In comparison, the South
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks’ annual budget for wildlife
habitat work on private land is less than $5 million. Farm
bill conservation programs provide a variety cost-share,
incentives, and other payments to help landowners and
agricultural producers sustainably operate while providing
important public environmental benefits like clean water,
clean air, soil health, and wildlife habitat. Some of the
wildlife habitat practices these programs help fund include:
conversion of cropland to grassland, restoration of
wetlands, managed grazing, use of cover crops, livestock

water development, pollinator habitat and many others.

The farm bill also includes a conservation provision,
known as “Swampbuster,” which makes agricultural
producers eligible to receive farm bill benefits if they do
not convert wetlands to make production of agricultural
commodities possible. In 2016, South Dakota agricultural
producers received farm bill benefits of roughly $167
million in conservation program payments, about $250
million in commodity safety-net payments, and another
$475 million in crop insurance premium discounts. A wide

variety of South Dakota’s wildlife benefit from the

diverse wetland habitats protected and enhanced through
farm bill programs. Besides the obvious source of water,
South Dakota’s prairie wetlands provide internationally
important breeding habitat for ducks, important food
for wildlife, which feed on the insects and other aquatic
invertebrates found in wetlands, and some of the best

winter habitat for resident wildlife like deer and pheasants.

There is about a year and a half until the current farm
bill expires. Congressional hearings have started to collect
public input on what changes are needed for the 2018
Farm Bill. Many people are asking
for a larger CRP and more funding
for EQIP and ACEP. Senator Thune
has proposed a new program

called the Soil Health and Income
Protection Program (SHIPP). It

would allow farmers to enroll up
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to 15% of their least productive

cropland into a conservation

for an annual rental payment

and an additional 2% discount on

their crop insurance premium. All of these
things could enhance wildlife habitat in
South Dakota. We encourage you to reach
out to your South Dakota congressional
representative and senators with your
comments, concerns and priorities for

conservation in the 2018 farm bill. o




AERIAL PREDATOR CONTROL SERVICE

RESUMES IN SOUTH DAKOTA

The South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP)
operates a cooperative aerial predator control program
with the United States Department of Agriculture
Wildlife Services (USDA-WS). Due to a fatality in a
nearby state in December 2016, USDA-WS grounded

aerial predator control operations nationwide, until

safety protocols and procedures could be reviewed.

This action left many South Dakota producers without

aerial predator control services at a critical time as

many livestock producers begin calving in January

and February. Producers in a few areas were able to

utilize local predator control districts for aerial predator
control assistance coordinated by GFP staff, but the

majority of South Dakota producers did not have

access to these services.

Earlier this year, GFP initiated an emergency contract

with a pilot from a nearby state to provide aerial

predator control services in western South Dakota

while USDA-WS’s aircraft were grounded. This contract

aircraft flew over 125 houts and removed motre than

400 coyotes.

“The ability to utilize this contract pilot greatly helped
our predator control efforts to reduce livestock losses,”
stated Keith Fisk, GFP’s wildlife damage program
administrator. “Without aerial predator control,

livestock loss situations can be very difficult to address

in some situations.” With deep snow in many areas of

western South Dakota this past winter, ground
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techniques like trapping and snaring were challenging
for GFP staff to utilize due to the difficulty of weather
conditions and getting off road. In these situations,

aerial predator control is a tremendous asset.

Beginning February 21, 2017, USDA-WS resumed
aerial predator control services in South Dakota. One

aircraft continues to be located in Spearfish and serves

the producers of western South Dakota while the
other aircraft that GFP funds is stationed in Huron and

provides predator control services in eastern and central

South Dakota.

“We are excited to have these services operational

again, and look forward to continuing the high level of

predator control assistance provided to South Dakota

livestock producers,” said Fisk.

Moving forward, both aircraft will be busy addressing

livestock loss events and livestock protection efforts

across South Dakota as spring calving and lambing

efforts are well underway. @
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Campbell

Martin Tom Beck 605.381.6433
Hill City Jeff Edwards 605.381.9995
Hot Springs D.J. Schroeder 605.381.6438
Custer Ron Tietsort 605.431.7048
Spearfish Brian Meiers* 605.391.6023
Rapid City Chris Dekker 605.391.0923
Rapid City Adam Geigle 605.390.1230
Wall Jacob Hasz 605.415.6462
Philip Zach Thomsen 605.391.6042
Rapid City Josh Brainard* 605.391.2132
Belle Fourche Bill Eastman 605.391.1575
Faith Ross Fees 605.381.3734
Lemmon Keith Mutschler 605.391.7364
Sturgis Ryan Pearson 605.391.0836
Spearfish Josh Thompson 605.381.4704
Spearfish Mike Apland* 605.391.1574
Mobridge Trevor Laine 605.845.6286
Gettysburg Brad Saltsman 605.730.1568
Onida Michael Undlin 605.730.1384
Ft. Pierre Vacant

Mobridge Vacant

Ft. Pierre Josh Carr* 605.730.1574
Chamberlain Diana Landegent  605.730.1578
Platte Jeff Martin 605.730.1575
Ft. Pierre John Murphy 605.730.1571
Miller Jonathan Dunlap  605.730.1570
Miller Cory Flor* 605.680.0003
Winner Nate Stukel 605.730.1576
Presho Spencer Downey  605.730.0774
Chamberlain Brian Ridgway 605.730.1573
Burke Hans Walleser 605.222.6133
Chamberlain Steve Rossow™* 605.730.1383
Aberdeen Nick Cochran 605.881.7594
Ipswich Joe Galbraith 605.380.4563
Redfield Vacant

Aberdeen Eric Voigt 605.380.4376
Aberdeen Tim McCurdy* 605.380.4572
Clear Lake Adam Behnke 605.881.3780
Britton Casey Dowler 605.881.3775
Sisseton Dean Shultz 605.881.3773
Milbank Jamie Pekelder*  605.881.3778
Clark Kyle Lenzner 605.881.3777
Watertown Bryce McVicker 605.881.2260
Webster Austin Norton 605.881.2177
Webster Blake Swanson 605.881.3779
Watertown Kraig Haase* 605.881.3774
Plankinton Lynn Geuke 605.220.6943
Huron Chris Kuntz 605.350.1669
Howard Evan Meyer 605.553.4299
Mitchell Andy Petersen 605.770.0340
Salem Matt Talbert 605.360.0491
Sioux Falls Jeremy Roe* 605.940.6519
Brookings Jeff Grendler 605.360.0509
Sioux Falls Jared Hill 605.941.0181
Madison Cody Symens 605.480.3364
Lake Preston Shane VanBockern 605.360.0514
Flandreau Chad Williams 605.530.7085
Sioux Falls Jeremy Rakowicz* 605.941.0074
Yankton Dan Altman 605.941.4549
Tyndall Todd Crownover 605.360.0497
Olivet Brian Humphrey 605.941.4735
Vermillion Tony Stokely 605.677.7814
Canton Josh Vander Bosch 605.940.0222
Yankton Sam Schelhaas*  605.941.4540
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