Flushing Bars for Wildlife

As our cold, seemingly never ending, winter wears on, the
first thing on everyone’s mind is the green-up that warmer
spring temperatures and longer days bring. That exact
thing is what wildlife prepare themselves for early. Along
with storing enough fat reserves to get them through harsh
winter conditions, it is equally important for wildlife to
come out of winter in good physical condition to take
on the stresses and challenges that the breeding season
brings. This is very important to upland nesting birds,
like pheasants, as a decrease in body condition leads to a
decrease in clutch size as well as an increase in hen mortality.
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Simple device saves wildlife in hayfields

If pheasants are fortunate enough to enter the breeding season
in good physical condition, they are not out completely out of
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ranchers with livestock forage. As a result, many hens are
incidentally lost due to normal spring haying operations. But,
there is a solution for incidental hen mortality, and the answer
is the use of a flushing bar. A flushing bar is a device that
typically is mounted on the front of a tractor that precedes
the implement being used for haying. A flushing bar creates
a disturbance in advance of the implement to allow extra
time for the nesting bird to flush to avoid injury or death. In addition to using a flushing bar, simply modifying
haying patterns may be an additional option to help
save wildlife utilizing hay fields. Conventionally,
hay fields are cut starting from the outside and
working towards the opposite edge of the field or
from the outside into the center of the field. Haying
in this manner has a tendency to concentrate
wildlife in a continually shrinking area of cover
or forces wildlife into the open exposing them to
predation. By starting in the center and working
out, wildlife will have escape cover to decrease their
susceptibility to haying operations and predation.
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